WELCOME BROCHURE

‘A special place for children’

Welcome to Hadfield Nursery School
We are delighted to offer the highest quality education for
children following their second or third birthday.
We are proud to have been judged by OFSTED to be OUTSTANDING
in all areas during the last four inspections.
We look forward to our time together, with you and your child.

Address: Queen Street, Hadfield, Glossop SK13 2DW
Telephone: 01457 852297
Website: www.hadfieldnursery.co.uk
E-mail: info@hadfield-nur.derbyshire.sch.uk

Our Mission Statement is:

A welcome for all
Learning for all
Enjoyment for all
Success for all
This includes children, their families, our staff and governors!

Learning through play!
We believe that purposeful play features strongly in good nursery
education. It is not a wholly unstructured activity. Through the
careful observations of children’s learning and interests, staff are
guided in the selection of materials and equipment to ensure that,
during their play, children encounter the learning experiences that
suit their needs. By their involvement, comment and questions,
teachers, early years educators and teaching and learning assistants
help children to learn from such activity.
Play that is well planned and fun helps children to think, to increase
their understanding and to improve their ability to use language. It
allows children to be creative, to explore and investigate materials,
to experiment and to draw and test their conclusions. Teachers know
that such experience is important in catching and sustaining
children’s interest and motivating their learning as individuals and in
co-operation with others.
Each child’s individual needs are met, in an atmosphere that
celebrates individuality and diversity, where everyone is included
and everyone matters.
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Our Aims
We aim:
To provide a welcoming atmosphere for all children, parents
and carers.
To provide a happy, caring, safe, secure stimulating
environment where children can develop lively, enquiring
minds.
To enable your child to develop as an individual and as
a member of a wider community.
To help your child develop a good self-image, selfmotivation, independence and tolerance.
To value and develop children’s curiosity and creative
thinking, giving them time to develop ideas and
celebrating their efforts and their learning.
To work with all our parents and families in the education
of their child.
To celebrate diversity and be fully inclusive in everything
we do.
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We aim to deliver an education of the highest quality and create an
environment which will enable your child:
To acquire the skills knowledge and understanding that will
form the firm foundation for future learning.
To move towards acquiring a reasoned set of attitudes,
behaviour and values including a respect for each other’s race,
culture and creed.
To develop their physical skills, understanding of how their body
works and what they need to do to keep themselves healthy
To make choices
To further develop the ability to communicate clearly and
confidently and listen with understanding, interest and
enjoyment.
To further develop their understanding of number,
measurement, pattern, shape and space.
To explore and enjoy art, music, drama, imaginative role play
and dance.
To explore and find out about their environment and people
and places that have significance in their lives.
To become active, motivated and ‘thinking’ learners
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Frequently Asked Questions
How is a maintained nursery school different from a private
nursery?
We are owned by Derbyshire County Council, and have a Governing Body as do
other Local Authority schools. We are required to have at least one qualified
teacher as part of our staff. We have a Headteacher and two qualified
teachers, and we are inspected under the same framework as schools.
The Governing Body is officially responsible for the staff and all activities which
take place in the building. The Governing Body is made up with representatives
from Local Authority, community, staff and parents.

When can my child come to nursery?
Children usually start at nursery the term following their 3 rd birthday. If you
have a letter to say your child is eligible for 2 year old funding, then they may
start on their 3rd birthday as a ‘rising 3’.

What times can my child come to nursery?
Children attend for either 5 morning sessions (8.30 – 11.30 am) or 5 afternoon
sessions (12.40 – 3.40 pm), if they are accessing 15 hours of funded provision.

Do you offer 30 hours of funded provision?
Our offer for the 30 funded hours is:
Monday
8.30-3.15

Tuesday
8.30-3.15

Wednesday
8.30-3.15

Thursday
8.30-3.15

Friday
8.30-11.30

This enables us to plan for the best educational provision to meet the
needs of the children and plan key worker staffing accordingly.

2 year old Provision
We have a growing 2 year old provision offering both morning and afternoon
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places. We have places for children who are eligible for 2 year nursery
education funding and also some ‘paid for’ places. This is again staffed by
highly qualified practitioners and the children have access to our professionally
landscaped outdoor garden.

Do you offer any additional wrap-around care?
Subject to availability, we offer a small number of wraparound childcare
places between 7.30-8.30am, 3.40-6.00pm and over lunchtimes. Parents may
purchase additional time to the 15 or 30 hours of funded nursery education as
childcare. The nursery offers a range of options that may be purchased. Any
parents wishing to find out about availability of the additional, purchased
childcare options available should contact the nursery to discuss the options
and availability of places. These places are allocated on a first come/first
served basis. We currently charge £5.00 per hour for childcare provision and
all of the money we raise is spent on improving the provision for our children.

How do you get to know my child?
We will introduce ourselves with a home visit before your child starts at
nursery. This is a lovely opportunity for you and your child to get to know your
key person who will be working with you. We find the home visits are a
beginning for our relationship with you and your child in a place where you are
comfortable and helps your children settle as they start. We have a special
induction session, usually in the afternoon following the home visit, where you
can explore our nursery environment with your child.
Each child has a key person who is their special person and is your first point of
contact as you arrive at Nursery. They get to know your child really well and
are available to discuss anything relating to your child. Children and families
are all very different. Your key worker is there to share and celebrate
successes and also to ask any questions or discuss any concerns with. Please
let us know any important changes you think we should know about.

What is the learning environment like?
Our nursery is set up with areas indoors and in the outdoor area, which appeal
to children and their interests. We have thought very carefully about the
layout and resources available for the children as they have all been chosen to
7

support and promote your child’s learning and development. There are
opportunities to develop skills across all areas of learning wherever your child
prefers to play.
Inside we offer a wide variety of activities for the children to develop skills
across all areas of learning such as the opportunity to share books, make
marks (early reading and writing), through trying a variety of creative and role
play experiences (expressive arts and design), using tools such as scissors,
pencils and paintbrushes (physical development) and time to share their ideas
with others (communication and language).
In the outdoor area the children can also explore all areas of learning on a
larger scale. They come into contact with nature by growing vegetables and
looking for wildlife (understanding the world), they can explore making marks
in the mud with sticks or with chunky chalks on the tarmac (early writing) and
develop their large physical skills through the challenge of climbing and
swinging, balancing and pedaling (physical development). Our whole
environment supports children’s learning in all seven areas of the curriculum
(see later information).

What happens when I bring my child to nursery?
Each nursery session begins with your child being greeted and registered
informally by their key person. With their carer, children collect their name
card from their group bay and hand to their key worker, who will be in an
allocated area of the nursery.
It really helps your child feel happy to say goodbye if you get into a regular
routine at the start of their session. Please aim to arrive so you have time to
come into nursery, register with their name card and then spend a short
period with one of their favourite activities. We always recommend that you
say goodbye to your child before you leave. Remember that if you are upset
or anxious, your child will pick up on this and try to prolong the ‘saying
goodbye’ time.
At formal registration (which coincides with the closure of the entrance door),
children gather in their group room. This is followed by a group session led by
the key person and planning for this is focused on an area of the curriculum
on a rolling programme. This is an opportunity for your child to develop a
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sense of belonging, and a close relationship with a group of their peers and
their key person.
After group time, a wide range of activities are available throughout the
setting, both indoors and outdoors. The children prepare snacks and serve
themselves during the session, a skill which they develop with support.
Each group comes together about 25 minutes before the end of the session
when they have a story and singing either in the small group or larger class
group with their class teacher. The doors open for collection at 11.30am and
3.15pm (for 30 hour children) and 3.40pm (for 15 hour children). Please arrive
promptly to collect your child.

How qualified and experienced are the staff?
Our permanent staff are required to have a Level 3 qualification specialising in
the early years, and the key workers are all Early Years Educators. We also
have a full-time Specialist Teaching Assistant who supports children who have
additional needs. Our teachers are qualified to degree level.
Our staff are experienced in working with early years children and very
knowledgeable about child development. We take the ongoing training of our
staff very seriously as we know it improves the provision we can offer our
children. The staff take part in weekly staff meetings and have five full day
training days together each school year. We also send our staff on specialist
external training courses and have experts in the early years who visit us.

How do you support children’s learning?
At Hadfield Nursery School we recognise that children learn and develop in
different ways and at different rates. We value all areas of learning and
development equally and understand that they are inter connected.
Children learn best through physical and mental challenges. “Active learning
involves other people, objects, ideas and events that engage and involve
children for sustained periods.”
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Active learning occurs when children are motivated and interested. Children
need to have some independence and control over their learning. As children
develop in confidence they learn to make decisions and become independent
learners.
The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum is made up of seven areas of
learning; there are three Prime Areas and four Specific Areas.

The Three Prime Areas are: Personal, Social and Emotional Development
 Physical Development
 Communication and Language

The Four Specific Areas are: Literacy
 Mathematics
 Understanding the world
 Expressive Arts and Design
We are fascinated with how children learn. As part of the curriculum, we
work with you to develop the characteristics children need to be an effective
lifelong learner. These are:
Playing and Exploring
Children investigate and experience things and ‘have a go’
Active Learning
Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy
achievements
Creating and Thinking Critically
Children have and develop their own ideas, make links
between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things
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To obtain more information on the EYFS you could go to:
https://foundationyears.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Whatto-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf

PLAYING AND LEARNING
Our staff are highly skilled in planning and making provision for fun activities
with your child which provide them with the skills that they need for their
overall development. None of the areas of learning can be delivered in
isolation from the others; they are equally important and depend on each
other. All areas of learning are delivered through a balance of adult led and
child initiated activities. Children’s learning is taken forward through staff
observations of children’s interests and stage of development to plan next
steps.
We want our children to be lifelong learners and to be willing to challenge
themselves, take risks, to be creative and confident to explore new
experiences. We find the Characteristics of Effective Learning as part of the
revised Early Years Foundation Stage really useful to help us support our
children’s development as confident learners.
We believe an effective learning environment evolves as staff use their
observations to further support the children’s learning.

How will you share my child’s progress with me?
Supporting your child’s progress is an ongoing partnership between home and
school. We use an on-line electronic system to record children’s learning
journeys while they are at Hadfield Nursery School, so we can share significant
aspects of your child’s progress and celebrate special occasions. You can also
contribute to this, so it becomes a shared document.
Each child’s Learning Journey is made up of photographs and videos of your
child engaged in learning activities with some notes made by the observer.
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We also build learning stories which have more detail about the learning
processes that we observe/support. It’s a lovely way to see which activities
and experiences your child is engaging with at Nursery and the learning they
are taking from them.
The staff regularly complete an on-line progress summary to show where the
children are against developmental age bands as described in our curriculum.
We offer you the opportunity to have consultations with your child’s teacher,
one during their first term with us and another during their third term. At
each stage we will agree with you the next steps for your child.

Are the staff qualified first aiders?
We are expected to have one first aider on the premises at all times. However
all the staff renew their first aid qualification every 3 years, meaning the
majority of the current staff hold an up to date first aid qualification.

What if I am worried about my child’s development and/or
progress?
If you have any concerns about your child’s development please share them
with us and we can offer advice, help devise an additional support plan to help
your child or if needed refer your child to access help from another
professional such as a Speech and Language Therapist, Educational
Psychologist, specialist teaching service (e.g. visual, physical or hearing
impairment service). Please see our School Offer on our website for more
information about how we support children with Special Educational Needs
(S.E.N.) and liaise with other professionals to support your child. We treat
every child as an individual, with individual needs and requirements.

What will my child eat at nursery?
Each morning and afternoon we provide the children with a healthy snack. To
encourage the children to try a wider range of fruit and vegetables our locally
sourced weekly menu includes apples, bananas, pears, grapes, carrots,
tomatoes and peppers and much more! We shop weekly and make seasonal
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choices to ensure the children have a variety. The children always have access
to milk or water to drink at Nursery.
At lunchtime our children eat a healthy and nutritious hot lunch prepared by
chefs from the Derbyshire catering team. Menus are available in the nursery.
The children also have regular opportunities to cook and bake at Nursery.

Where does my child keep things to take home?
The personal ‘pigeon holes’ near the entrance door hold smaller items to take
home. Larger paintings or models will be on tables as they generally do not fit
in the pigeon holes. Please look with your child at collection times. Please
remember that children will not always have something to take home.
Learning is about the ‘process’ and there is not always an end product to this.

What do I do if my child is ill?
Please let us know if your child is ill on their first day of illness by 9.30am. We
obviously want to minimise the spread of infection and the time which all
children have off nursery. If children are vomiting or have diarrhoea, they
must not return to nursery until a full 48 hours without symptoms.
If your child becomes ill at school, we will contact you to collect them as soon
as possible.
Planned absences must be put in writing to the headteacher. We have a
holiday request form available at the office.

Do you go on visits out of the nursery?
We take children out of nursery on regular local visits, for example to the local
shops, library, church, into Glossop, and to Bankswood Park. Each child is
offered a place on our Forest School programme, undertaking practical,
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hands-on experiences in the woods. This is a lovely opportunity to learn
about nature and the changing seasons first hand, allowing children the time
and space to follow their particular fascinations and work cooperatively in a
small group.
We cannot undertake visits out of the setting without the support of our
parents and carers to maintain safe supervision levels.

How do I make payments?
Payments for snack and purchased additional hours should be posted in the
silver post box in the cloakroom area, contained in a named envelope. We
cannot accept payments to the office.
Snack money is a contribution of £1.50 per week (cheques made payable to
‘Hadfield Nursery School’). Cheques for additional hours are made payable to
‘Derbyshire County Council’.

What should my child wear to nursery?
We want children to feel confident to explore all activities and areas in
Nursery. For them to engage in messy activities, be able to run, climb and
move about freely, they need comfortable and practical clothes. They need to
be able to manage their own clothes as far as possible, so elasticated waists
and Velcro fastenings are ideal. We have a non-compulsory uniform of blue or
red sweatshirts which are available from Brigadoon in Hadfield.
We ask for strong sensible shoes or trainers and no flip
flops, sandals or slippers for reasons of safety, especially
when climbing.
We also play outdoors every day, so a warm coat, hats and gloves are needed
in colder weather and sunhats, loose, light clothing and sunscreen are needed
in hotter weather. Wellies and waterproofs are available at nursery, but your
child can wear their own if you prefer.
Please put your child’s name in all clothing worn at nursery.
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What about car parking?
If you are able to walk to nursery with your child, this can be a great time for
chatting and noticing things in the world around them. If you have to drive,
please park considerately on the streets nearby. The car park is for staff use
only, but if you have accessibility requirements, we have 2 disabled car parking
spaces. Please do not let your child walk across the car park, there are two
footpaths leading to the entrance which are safer to use.

Do you have policies for nursery?
We have a number of school policies to cover a
wide range of subjects. Many of these are available
on our website: www.hadfieldnursery.co.uk
If you cannot see the policy you are looking for,
please ask at nursery.

What does the Governing Body do?
Our Governing Body is responsible for ensuring we provide the best nursery
education that we can. They make decisions about the curriculum, funding
and staffing. The full Governing Body includes representatives from parents,
staff, community and the Local Authority. There are various sub-committees,
so the governors meet regularly.
The Chair of Governors is Ms Kate Singleton and she can be contacted by
e-mail on: ksingleton@hadfield-nur.derbyshire.sch.uk

How can I help prepare my child for nursery?
It is a big step to move to nursery and for some children it may be the first
time they have spent time with people who are not part of their family. The
most important thing that children always need is people to love being with
them, chatting and playing with them. The most simple, fun experiences such
as helping you with jobs at home, playing at the park, sharing a story or
singing songs all help your child to learn. These experiences help your child to
enjoy being with others and support them to learn new things.
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It can also help them to be with new people at Nursery if they are used to
spending small periods of time with other people. If you can support them to
try to put on their own coat and shoes will help (although obviously we will
help them). If they are toilet trained, it helps if they can manage their own
clothes and toileting as it helps them feel independent.
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